so quickly on this bill."

THE WIRED FOR HEALTH CARE QUALITY ACT

Information technology is transforming all aspects of our modern society, but adoption of IT
within health care has progressed slowly. IT systems linked securely and with strong privacy
protections to patients’ medical records can improve the quality and efficiency of care while
producing significant cost savings. Despite the potential benefits of health IT, investment and
adoption has been limited, particularly among smaller providers who are most affected by the
financial cost of implementing a health IT system. The Wired for Health Care Quality Act would
give health care providers the assistance they need to invest in lifesaving health IT.

The legislation encourages the development of standards for health IT through:

Codifying the role of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology in
coordinating the policies of federal agencies regarding health IT.

Establishing a public—private partnership known as the Partnership for Health Care
Improvement to provide recommendations to the Secretary with regard to technical
aspects of interoperability, standards, implementation specifications, and certification
criteria for the exchange of health information. The National Coordinator will serve as
a liaison to the Partnership. The legislation also requires the Secretary to publish a
schedule for assessment of standards for significant use cases after consulting with the
Partnership.

Requiring all Federal IT purchases conform to the standards recommended by the
Partnership and adopted by the President. Adoption of these standards is voluntary
for private entities.

Establishing the American Health Information Community as a body providing
recommendations to the Secretary regarding policies to promote the development of a
nationwide interoperable health information technology infrastructure. These include
recommendations regarding patient privacy, information security, and appropriate
uses of health information.

The legislation assures strong privacy protections for electronic health information by:

Requiring that the national strategy on health IT includes strong privacy protections,
including methods to notify patients if their medical information is wrongfully
disclosed.



The legislation encourages the adoption of qualified health IT to improve the quality and
efficiency of care by:

Providing grants for the purchase of health IT systems to providers demonstrating
financial need.

Providing grants to states to establish low interest loan programs to help providers
acquire health IT systems that will improve the quality and efficiency of health care.

Providing grants to facilitate the implementation of regional or local health information
plans to improve health care quality and efficiency through the electronic exchange of
health information

The legislation will help providers use IT to improve quality by:

Providing grants to integrate qualified health IT in the clinical education of health
professionals and encourage the use of decision support software to reduce medical
errors.

Requiring the Secretary to designate a single organization to develop healthcare
performance measures.

Establishing a Health Information Technology Resource Center where IT users can
learn from the previous experience of others who have implemented qualified health
IT.



