FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Friday, March 18, 2005

HELP COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN ENZI ISSUES INVITATION
FOR TERRI SCHIAVO TO APPEAR AT SENATE HEARING

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senator Mike Enzi (R-WY), Chairman of the Senate Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee (HELP Committee) sent a letter, dated March
17, 2005, to Terri Schiavo and her husband requesting their presence at a hearing before
his Committee on Monday, March 28, 2005.

The purpose of the hearing, “Health Care Provided to Non-ambulatory Persons,”
is to review health care policies and practices relevant to the care of non-ambulatory
persons such as Mrs. Schiavo, Enzi said, Friday.

“Although I understand this is an emotional and difficult situation for the Schiavo family,
I believe we must keep in mind that a human life is at stake and immediate action is
required to ensure that a decision in this matter is not reached in haste,” Enzi said. “Terri
Schiavo’s very survival has become a national discussion that has focused attention on
the urgent need for Congress to examine current health care practices used in the care of
non-ambulatory individuals. We must not allow her spirit to be extinguished.”

Non-ambulatory individuals, including those with disabilities, require additional supports
and services beyond what is provided to ambulatory individuals. These include support in
non-medical, non-institutional settings and technologies to assist the patient and
caregivers in providing appropriate care as well as other essential services such as
transportation and housing.

Federal criminal law protects witnesses called before official Congressional

committee proceedings from anyone who may obstruct or impede a witness’ attendance
or testimony. More specifically, the law protects a witness from anyone who — by threats,
force, or by any threatening letter or communication --influences, obstructs, or impedes
an inquiry or investigation by Congress.



