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2633

***PRESS CONFERENCE TODAY***
KENNEDY OFFERS AMENDMENT TO ADDRESS AVIAN FLU

Senator Kennedy Continues Push for National Preparedness Plan and Appropriate Funding
for Safety Measures

WASHINGTON, DC- TODAY, Senator Edward M. Kennedy and Senator Tom Harkin will
offer an amendment to the Department of Labor and Health and Human Services appropriations
bill to help ensure that the United States is prepared for a pandemic flu outbreak. Senator
Kennedy joined Senator Harkin to attach an amendment to the Department of Defense
appropriations bill earlier this month and has worked with Senate Democratic Leader Harry Reid
in offering a bill to outline the safeguards and funding that must be in place as the U.S. prepares
for the avian flu. This amendment would add more of the needed funding.

Senator Kennedy believes that the last thing the country needs right now is a major health crisis,
yet the warning signs are there, and we need to be prepared. The avian flu virus now spreading
in Southeast Asia and is highly lethal. Unlike typical flu, it kills half the people infected. In the
past few weeks, Indonesia has confirmed that a number of adults and children have recently died
from the virus.
Senators Kennedy and Harkin will hold a press conference on their plan at 11:30 AM in the
Senate Radio TV Gallery in the U.S. Capitol.
WHO: SENATOR EDWARD M. KENNEDY

SENATOR TOM HARKIN
WHAT: PRESS CONFERENCE ON AVIAN FLU

WHEN: TODAY, OCTOBER 26
11:30 A.M.

WHERE: SENATE RADIO-TV GALLERY
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KENNEDY RESPONDS TO WAL-MART’S CALL FOR MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE

I was pleased to hear that Wal-Mart CEO, H. Lee Scott, Jr. called on Congress to raise the
minimum wage. When even the head of Wal-Mart, one of the most anti-worker companies in
the world, says that a minimum wage of $5.15 an hour is out of date, we know it’s long past time
for an increase.

Katrina has shined a spotlight on poverty in this country and showed us all just how much more
work is to be done to achieve equality and fairness in this country. 37 million Americans are
living in poverty, including 13 million children. As a country, we know we can do better.

The minimum wage hasn’t been increased since 1997, yet during that time Americans
increasingly feel the squeeze of the Bush economy. Americans are spending 74 percent more on
gas than they did in 2001, and oil prices will increase an additional 56 percent this winter.

I have pressed for years to secure an increase in the minimum wage for millions of working
families in America. The most recent attempt, just last week, was voted down by the Republicans
in the Senate, leaving millions of families to continue to struggle to put food on their tables and
pay the rent.

Many have claimed that an increase in the minimum wage would hurt the business community,
and yet as a head of the largest employer in the country with over 1.7 employees, Mr. Scott’s
announcement is an important signal, and I applaud him. | hope to work with him, and other
business leaders, Democrats and Republicans, to make a raise a reality and improve the lives of
millions of hard working Americans.

If the CEO of Walmart can call for an increase in the minimum wage, the Republicans should
follow suit on behalf of the millions of working men and women living in poverty.
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