
  
 

Monday, January 25, 2010 
 

Enzi Troubled By Possible Misuse of Taxpayer Dollars  
at Department of Education 

 
Washington, D.C. – U.S. Senator Mike Enzi (R-Wyo.), Ranking Member of the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee today requested that 
the Department of Education turn over all documents related to the 
Department’s efforts to encourage colleges, universities and outside groups to 
lobby Congress on behalf of the Administration’s higher education agenda. 
 
“I am particularly concerned that the Department of Education may have used 
taxpayer resources to encourage colleges and universities as well as outside 
groups to lobby Congress on the President’s higher education agenda, including 
a government takeover of student loans by eliminating the Federal Family 
Education Loan program,” Enzi wrote in a letter to Department of Education 
Secretary Arne Duncan. 
 
Enzi said that despite proposals for a government takeover of student loans, 
both Democrats and Republicans in Congress support giving students options to 
find the assistance they need to enroll and complete higher education. 
 
“Contrary to recent statements made by the Department of Education, there 
remains bipartisan support in Congress to continue the decades-old private 
sector program to support students during these difficult times,” Enzi wrote.  
“There is no public law that gives the Department of Education the authority to 
require that all institutions participate in the Direct Loan program.”   
 
“A government takeover of student loans would limit options for students and 
families, drive up the costs of higher education and leave the taxpayers with a 
higher bill,” Enzi said.  “We don’t need any more costly Washington takeovers.”   
 
A copy of the letter is attached. 
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