


as syringe services programs, reduce HIV and HCV infections and are ,;-an effective component 
of comprehensive community-based prevention and intervention programs," then-Governor 
Pence was morally opposed to such programs. 6 Though he faced pressure from local, state, and 
federal health officials, then-Governor Pence refused to change his mind.7 Surgeon General 
Jerome Adams, who was then the Indiana State Health Commissioner, shared then-Governor 
Pence's reservations, saying, "There are people who have real moral and ethical concerns about 
passing out needles to people with substance abuse problems ... To be honest, I shared that 
sentiment. "8

Two months into the outbreak, state health officials and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) experts met with then-Governor Pence to communicate the HIV outbreak had 
become an epidemic and to strongly advise that a needle exchange program was necessary.9 The 
meeting concluded without a decision from then-Governor Pence. 10 Several days later, then­
Governor Pence finally issued an Executive Order that allowed for a temporary needle exchange 
program, if requested by local officials in Scott County . 11 The exchange went into effect nine 
days later and was only available to Scott County residents. 12

The months of inaction led to costly results: the CDC estimated that lifetime treatment costs for 
all of the people infected could reach $100 million. 13 Public health experts also concluded a 
swifter response by state officials, including implementation of a needle exchange program, 
could have decr'eased the HIV incidence by 90 percent.14 

Vice President Pence's leadership failure during the Indiana HIV outbreak is reason enough to 
question his ability to lead the federal government's response to coronavirus at this time. But 
Vice President Pence has also spent decades advocating for policies that limit access to health 
care and exacerbate existing barriers to care. Vice President Pence has led efforts to sabotage the 
health care system and repeal the Affordable Care Act, led a crusade against Planned Parenthood­
and the historically bipartisan Title X -family planning program, and advocated for regulations 
and policies to strip civil rights protections for LGBTQ patients. 15 He has spread 
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