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January 28, 2019
Alex Gorsky

Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer
Johnson & Johnson

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza
New Brunswick, NJ 08933

Dear Mr. Gorsky:

I am troubled by recent reports of an alleged decades-long effort by Johnson & Johnson to
potentially mislead regulators and consumers about the safety of one of its products, which may
have resulted in long-term harm for men, women, and children who used Johnson & Johnson
baby powder. According to a December 2017 Reuters report, “from at least 1971 to the early
2000s, the company’s raw talc and finished powders sometimes tested positive for small amounts
of asbestos, and... company executives, mine managers, scientists, doctors and lawyers fretted
over the problem and how to address it while failing to disclose it to regulators or the public.”! I
therefore request documents and information related to Johnson & Johnson’s safety record in
order to understand more about efforts by Johnson & Johnson to determine whether there were
possible carcinogens in its baby power and how it presented that information to regulators and
consumers.

Available documents show that Johnson & Johnson’s internal information raised questions about
the purity of the talc used in its baby powder. As early as 1957, a consulting lab informed
Johnson & Johnson of contaminants in the talc from the company’s supplier, then in Italy.? In
the 1960s, the company began sourcing its talc from Vermont mines, and contaminants were
soon discovered in the talc there, too.3 A series of lab reports conducted for the company
between 1972 and 2003 confirmed that the company’s talc and finished powder products tested
positive for asbestos.*

Yet, throughout this time, even as it received lab reports that showed contamination, it is unclear
whether the company disclosed to the FDA that some of its tested samples contained
contaminants.’ In a 1976 letter, Johnson & Johnson explicitly informed FDA it had tested talc

Uhttps://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/johnsonandjohnson-cancer/

2 https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5017501-1957-and-1958-Lab-Reports-on-Italian-
Talc.html#document/p7/a462686

3 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/johnsonandjohnson-cancer/

4 https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5017565-1972-through-1992-lab-reports.htm]

3 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/johnsonandjohnson-cancer/



from 1972 to 1973 for the presence of asbestos minerals and had found none.* When FDA
proposed limits on the amount of asbestos to be permitted in talcum powders, Johnson &
Johnson reportedly pressured the agency to approve a testing technique that would have allowed
10 times FDA’s proposed limit for drugs.” If the company’s method was not approved, a
Johnson & Johnson scientist wrote a colleague, “we may have problems.”® The FDA ultimately
postponed its efforts to limit asbestos in talc.

The World Health Organization® and the federal government have made clear there is no safe
level of asbestos exposure.'’ Even people exposed to small amounts of asbestos have developed
cancer, sometimes not until years after the exposure.!! Given these extraordinary risks to
consumers, the company should be working to ensure regulators and the public have relevant
information about the safety of Johnson & Johnson baby powder. To that end, please provide the
following information and documents by no later than February 11, 2019:

1. Johnson & Johnson CEO Alex Gorsky has stated, “We remain confident that our
products do not contain asbestos;” yet, the company has also edited materials to clarify
that their talc-based consumer products may not a/ways have been asbestos free.!?

a. Please provide all documentation that confirm current talc products do not contain
any level of asbestos.

b. Please provide all documentation that inhibit the company from claiming its
products have always been asbestos free.

2. Given that the company does not test all of its products before they are sold, how can the
company be confident that trace amounts of contaminants are not present in its products?

a. Please provide the data to prove there are not trace amounts of contaminants in
Johnson & Johnson products.

b. Please provide all documentation from internal testing, testing conducted for
Johnson & Johnson by outside consultants, or by testing entities that identified
asbestos in any form of talc from Johnson & Johnson mines or in Johnson &
Johnson products.

c. Please provide the percent of all products sold that are tested for asbestos and
other contaminants.

3. Please provide all communications with the FDA regarding the safety of Johnson &
Johnson’s baby powder, dating from 1966 to present.

4. Please provide all promotional materials and other documents intended for the public that
contained assurances of the safety of Johnson & Johnson’s baby powder, dating from
1966 to present.

6 https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5006377-March-15-1976-J-amp-J-Letter-to-
FDA.html#document/p2/a461691

7 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/johnsonandjohnson-cancer/

8 https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5026558-1973-J-amp-J-scientist-says-we-may-have-problems.html
? https://www.who.int/occupational health/publications/draft. WHO.policy.paper.on.asbestos.related.diseases.pdf
10 https://www.niehs.nih.gov/health/materials/asbestos_508.pdf

' hitps://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/johnsonandjohnson-cancer/

12 https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/johnsonandjohnson-cancer/



a. For each document provided, please provide the testing results and any other
documentation relied on by the company to back up those assurances.

b. Please provide any communication within Johnson & Johnson or with outside
consultants or testing entities related to the safety assurances contained in
promotional materials.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, or would like
to further discuss compliance with this request, please contact Elizabeth Letter with Senator
Murray’s HELP Committee Staft at 202-224-0767.

Sincerely,

3 -

Patty Murray

United States Senator

Ranking Member, Senate Committee on

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions



