Congress of the United States
Washington, BEC 20515

May 14, 2026

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

Ms. Ann E. Cudd
President

Portland State University
1600 SW Fourth Avenue
Suite 850

Portland, OR 97201

Dear President Cudd:

We write to you regarding reported financial transactions by Portland State University with
counterparties of concern as defined by the Department of War’s 1286 List to the Department of
Education (DeptEd).! The 1286 List was created under Section 1286 of the FY2019 National
Defense Authorization Act to identify entities that are “confirmed to have engaged in activities
that increased the likelihood of Department of War-funded (DoW) research and development
efforts being misappropriated, which can lead to adversarial government interference that
threatens America’s security as well as its economic, research, and scientific integrity.”

Section 117 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 requires universities to disclose gifts or contracts
from foreign sources worth $250,000 or more in a calendar year.’ Unfortunately, many universities
fail to report on time or provide complete documentation. As a result, DeptEd has worked to
expose potential foreign influence in higher education by making Section 117 enforcement a
priority.* For example, DeptEd’s newly updated foreign funding portal allows taxpayers to see
exactly how much money American universities are getting from countries of concern.

As you know, American universities conduct highly sensitive, critical research with direct military
applications. Therefore, it is very alarming that countries of concern could be gaining access to
research with national security implications at your institution by way of gifts and donations.

The Chinese government explicitly directs its universities to leverage international research
collaboration to advance commercial interests and military capabilities as part of its Military-Civil
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China's 14th Five-Year Plan directs “two-way conversion and application of military-local
scientific research results” across artificial intelligence, quantum science, aerospace, and other
critical dual-use domains.® A 2018 policy document on China’s “Double First-Class" university
plan further instructs the country's top universities to “integrate into the military-civil fusion
system,” and “advance the two-way transfer and transformation of military and civilian
technological achievements” — with international collaboration and foreign talent recruitment
identified as key enablers.’

Ample evidence exists that financial partnerships with countries of concern expose American
universities to intellectual property theft and threaten national security as shown by recent reports
from the House Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the United States and the
Chinese Communist Party (House Select Committee on China) and the House Committee on
Education and Workforce.® In one striking example, documents attributed to the Chinese Academy
of Engineering credited such collaboration with “leading China to develop new materials and
technologies for cutting-edge defense weapons and equipment.”® In 2023, the House Select
Committee on China sent a letter to the University of California-Berkeley regarding a concerning
research partnership with Tsinghua University. Not only was this partnership giving China easy
access to Berkeley’s research, but Tsinghua’s U.S.-based 501(c)(3), the Tsinghua Education
Foundation North America (TEFNA), agreed to “provide Berkeley with millions of dollars” to
establish the research partnership, which was never properly disclosed under Section 117
requirements. '
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American universities receive billions of taxpayer dollars every year; as such schools have a
responsibility to protect the taxpayers’ interest. To ensure the safety of the American people and
uphold U.S. national security interests, sensitive research and technology must stay out of the
hands of our adversaries.

For each question below, please provide all responsive information available, including but not
limited to, memoranda of understanding, policies, and correspondence, for the period January 1,
2021, to present no later than May 28, 2026:

1.

Please provide a list that identifies all gifts, contracts, or financial transactions your
university has received from countries concern on DoW’s 1286 List in the last five years,
including the date received, amount, source, and purpose of each.
Please provide all university policies governing foreign research collaborations, including
any amendments to such policies, that have been made in the last five years.
Have any of these foreign adversaries been granted access to proprietary or federally
funded research at your university? If so, please identify:
a. The subject matter of the research;
b. Whether the research involves emerging technologies (e.g. Al); and
c. Any restrictions placed on access to data;
d. The estimated time frame the data was accessed.
What safeguards does your institution currently have in place to review contracts and other
financial transactions from foreign sources for security risks?
a. What steps is your institution taking, if any, to review or modify your procedures
for vetting research contracts or other financial transactions with foreign sources
Describe your institution’s policies and procedures for complying with Section 117 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965.
Describe the due diligence conducted by your university on counterparties of concern prior
to accepting funding.
What are the merits of accepting money from entities that are proven adversaries of the
United States?
a. Please provide all university policies governing acceptance of foreign funding from
these adversaries.
Has your institution recently terminated, suspended, or modified any contracts with
countries of concern? If so, please share the process and reasoning that factored into the
decision to terminate, suspend, or modify that financial relationship.
a. Please provide the dates for when each partnership between your institution and a
counterparty of concern began (and ended, if applicable).
b. At the time each such relationship was initiated, was the counterparty listed on the
DoW 1286 List, the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) Entity List, or any other
federal restricted party list? If the counterparty was subsequently added to such a
list, please describe what steps your institution took, and when, in response to that
designation.
Has your institution received gifts, contracts, or other funding from any U.S.-based entity
that is an affiliate, subsidiary, or foundation of a foreign source, including but not limited
to entities such as the Tsinghua Education Foundation of North America (TEFNA)? If so,
were these transactions reported under Section 117?



Sincerely,
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Bill Cassidy, M.D. 7 Tim Walberg

Chairman Chairman

Senate Committee on Health, House Committee on
Education, Labor, and Pensions Education and Workforce
Joth Moolenaar 1m Banks

Chairman U.S. Senator

Select Committee on China



