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March 15, 2017

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

The economic security of women and families is directly tied to a woman’s access to
reproductive health care. As the United States Supreme Court said, “The ability of women to
participate equally in the economic and social life of the Nation has been facilitated by their
ability to control their reproductive lives.”!!! As someone committed to continuing the
advancement of women in every aspect of life and to expanded access to women’s health care, 1
must stress the importance of building your support for women’s health, rights, and opportunity
into this budget.

Unintended pregnancies are at a 30-year low and teen pregnancy is at its lowest point in history.
This progress is a direct result of the advancement and availability of preventive services for
women, including investments in affordable and accessible birth control through important
family planning programs like Title X and the Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program. Further,
thanks to the Affordable Care Act, 55 million women now have access to birth control with no
out of pocket costs. The ability to plan for childbirth has empowered women and strengthened
families® economic security. Despite the popularity of this important health care for women and
families, it is continually under threat.

You have in the past made claims about your commitment to “invest in women’s health” and
your recognition that “millions of women are helped by Planned Parenthood”?!. In your first
budget as President, you have the opportunity to put these claims into action.

[ urge you to adhere to the following principles and investments, which I believe are
foundational to any credible commitment to women’s health:

e Allowing women to make their own decisions about their own health care;
e Protecting and expanding women’s access to affordable health care, including
comprehensive reproductive health care;
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Ensuring women’s constitutional right to safe and legal abortion services; and
e TFunding providers that enable women to access the contraception that works best for
them, like Planned Parenthood and other family planning health centers.

Without full reproductive rights and access to reproductive health care, women would not have
the opportunities we do today. Millions of women and men in America recognize and embrace
this simple truth. I sincerely hope that you will too.

Sincerely,

f M

Patty Murray

Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions

CC: The Honorable Mick Mulvaney, Director, Office of Management and Budget




