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October 16, 2023

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Biden:

The United States has lost more workdays to labor disputes through August of this year than in
any full year since 2000, according to a Wall Street Journal analysis of Department of Labor data. !
This sobering statistic illuminates the true impact of Bidenomics. Many striking workers have
cited that their wages cannot keep pace with inflation, which has remained high due to the failed
economic policies of your administration, with gas prices contributing to over half of the Consumer
Price Index increase for the month of August.?

As the United Auto Workers (UAW) strike has now gone on for 31 days, with an estimated
economic loss of almost $4 billion,® I am compelled to remind you that you swore an oath to
protect the U.S. Constitution, including interstate commerce and the general welfare.

In the months leading up to the UAW strike, media reports quoted you saying, “No, I’'m not
worried about a strike,” and “It’s not gonna happen.”* The Federal Mediation and Conciliation
Service could have engaged to help the parties bargain in good faith to reach an agreement and
avert a strike. There is no public indication, however, that the White House gave any consideration
to activating this resource.

Once a strike did begin, you announced Acting Labor Secretary Julie Su and Senior Advisor Gene
Sperling’s involvement to resolve the strike, but then halted their participation based on union

! Peter Santilli, The U.S. Lost 4.1 Million Days of Work Last Month to Strikes, WALL ST. J. (Sept. 16, 2023, 9:00
AM), https://www.wsj.com/business/the-u-s-lost-4-1-million-days-of-work-last-month-to-strikes-92c6a9f7.

2 Press Release, U.S. Bureau of Lab. Stats., Consumer Price Index Summary (Oct. 12, 2023), https://www.bls.gov/
news.release/cpi.nr0.htm.

3 Second Week of UAW “Stand Up Strike” Sees Bigger Losses, ANDERSON ECON. GRP. (Oct. 2, 2023),
https://www.andersoneconomicgroup.com/news-archives/second-week-of-uaw-stand-up-strike-sees-bigger-losses/.
4 Biden says he’s not worried about a UAW strike; UAW president ‘shocked’, WXYZ DETROIT (Sept. 4, 2023, 1:43
PM), https://www.wxyz.com/news/biden-says-hes-not-worried-about-a-uaw-strike-uaw-president-shocked.
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complaints of outside interference.® To date, there has been no resolution, only an expansion of
the number of union members on strike.

On September 26, you appeared on the picket line to support striking UAW members, an action
never before taken by a sitting U.S. President. This unprecedented action, deemed “outrageous”
by the Obama-Biden Car Czar, demonstrates that not only have you taken a side, but that your
comments indicate you have conveniently forgotten the costly federal government bailouts of
2009.° You supported UAW President Shawn Fain’s key asks, including the reinstatement of
pension benefits and dismantling much of the restructuring required by the Obama-Biden
administration’s Auto Task Force.” As Vice President, you saw the damage that underfunded
defined benefit pension plans inflicted on auto companies and their workers. This is why the Auto
Task Force terminated these plans and transitioned the companies towards 401(k) retirement funds.
The bailout of the UAW pension plan cost the American taxpayer over $20 billion.® Even with
this bailout, Ford still spent $1.2 billion in 2022 to pay for legacy U.S. pension plans.’ Reinstating
pension plans would cynically put these workers’ retirements at risk and harm American
manufacturing.

The UAW has not endorsed your candidacy for reelection. Attempting to curry favor with this
constituency by walking the picket line and supporting failed fiscal policies for your reelection
disappointingly undermines your credibility.

Rather than pouring federal resources into failed economic policies and untenable electric vehicle
policies, it is time to turn federal resources towards ending the UAW strike. To that end, please
provide answers to the following questions by October 30, 2023.

1. Did Joe Biden for President or the Democratic National Committee pay for your picket line
trip as a campaign event or was this considered official travel paid for by government

funds?

2. Did you offer to visit the picket line in exchange for a UAW endorsement for your
Presidential campaign?

5 Josh Boak, Biden sending aides to Detroit to address autoworkers strike, says ‘record profits’ should be shared,
AP (Sept. 15, 2023, 3:28 PM), https://apnews.com/article/biden-strike-automakers-uaw-gm-50d3fbb70714b2faff3b8
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7 Remarks by President Biden at United Auto Workers Picket Line, THE WHITE HOUSE (Sept. 26, 2023),
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auto-workers-picket-line/.
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3. Has the Council of Economic Advisors (CEA) assessed the cost of this strike to the
American taxpayer and the gross domestic product? If so, please provide the report.

4. Has CEA determined how much another bailout of a failed UAW pension plan could cost
the American taxpayer?

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

g:// 6151'0%7, M0,

Bill Cassidy, M.D.

Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions



